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BOSTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL  :~ 

Mto  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  / . 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my 
Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Boston  Rural  District  during  the 
Year  1939 e The  Report  has  been  drawn  up  on  the  lines 
indicated  in  Circular  1961  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  dated 
16th«  February,  1940,  but  having  regard  to  the  Ministry’s 
Circular  2067  of  the  19th.  July,  1940,  the  contents  have  been 
much  curtailed  and  confined  to  essential  and  urgent  matters 
arising  from  or  connected  with  the  War  and  such  alterations 
as  have  occurred  in  the  Public  Health  Services o 

This  Report  is  therefore  to  be  regarded  as  an 
Interim  Report  only.  It  will  be  noted  that  a certain  amount 
of  the  statistical  matter  usually  included  in  Section  "A*’ 
has  been  omitted,  this  being  due  to  the  fact  that  at  the  time 
of  publication  the  necessary  figures  usually  furnished  by  the 
Registrar-General  have  not  been  receivedo  Suitable  arrange- 
ments have  however  been  made  for  the  careful  preservation  of 
all  records  and  statistics,  in  order  that  after  the  termin- 
ation of  the  War  the  period  now  under  review  can  be  dealt  with 
more  fully  in  a report  covering  the  whole  period  to  the  end  of 
the  last  pomplete  year*  Separate  statistics  will  then  be 
given  for  each  year,  so  that  the  annual  records  may,  as  far  as 
practicable,  be  continuous  and  complete* 

In  conclusion,  on  behalf  of  the  Staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  myself,  I desire  to  express 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee for  their  continued  support  and  interest.  I also  wish 
to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  to  all 
the  members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Department  for  the  conscien- 
tious manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  their  duties 
throughout  a difficult  year® 

» . • . u I am,  MTo  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Medical.  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

6,  Bridge  Street,  . 

BOSTON.  • ■ 

30th,  JULY,  1940,  . ■ 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND,  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA, 


Ar68.  (in  acres)  ;•*  ooe  •••  •••’ 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to 
Rate  Books  (end  of  1939)  

Rateable  Value,  •••  •••  ••• 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,, 


, « • 83  ^930 

...  5,074 

£47,614 
, • , £181 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

No  change  occurred  in  the  social  conditions 
of  the  District  during  the  year. 


UNEMPLOYMENT 

I am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  Boston 
Employment  Exchange  for  furnishing  the  following  par- 
ticulars in  respect  of  the  District 


Number  of  Unemployed. 

C ommenc  emen t of 

1st,  Q,r,  2nd.  Qr,  3rd,  Qr,  4th,  Qr, 


End  of  Year... 


1,185  579  100  39  1,004 


The  high  rate  of  unemployment  during  the  early 
months  of  the  year  was  due  to  severe  weather  conditions 
which  caused  a stoppage  of  all  outside  employment  and 
seasonal  slackness  in  the  agricultural  industry.  The 
position  improved  with  the  weather  conditions,  and  the 
commencement  of  agricultural  operations  in  February 
gradually  absorbed  the  workpeople  until  October,  when 
seasonal  operations  were  completed.  Weather  conditions 
again  adversely  affected  the  position  at  the  end  of  the 
year* 

There  is  no  indication  that  Tinemployment  has 


exercised  any  significant  influence  on  the  health  or 
physique  of  either  adults  or  children  in  the  Di strict % 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  :- 

Males , 

Females , 

Total 

Total  Number  of  Live  Births 

Registered  during  the  Year  147 

164 

311 

Total  Number  of  Deaths 
Registered  during  the 

Year  ...  84 

102 

186 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in 
the  District  during  1939,  the  following  were  in  re'spect 
of  children  under  one  year  of  age 

Males ; 9;  Females i 7;  Total:  16, 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  regis- 
tered live  births  was  therefore  51,45, 

N,B,-  It  should  be  noted  that  the  vital  statistics  given 

under  the  last  two  headings  on  this  page  have  not  been 

adjusted  with  regard  to  inward  and  outward  transfers. 


^gCTION  B> 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA* 


STAFF 

The  following  is  the  only  alteration  which 
occurred  in  the  Staff  of  the  Department  during  the  year*- 
Chief  Clerk,  Health  Department t- 

A.  Lawther  (resigned  May,  1939) 

G.  Newham  (appointed  June,  1939). 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

In  view  of  the  War,  the  laboratory  arrangements 
- described  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1938  have  been  augmented 
by  the  Emergency  Laboratory  Service  set  up  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  Under  this  Scheme  the  following  Laboratories 
are  available  to  carry  out  the  examination  of  bacterio- 
logical and  pathological  specimens  from  the  District  if 
required:- 

(1)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Technical  College,  Lincoln, 

(2)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Isolation  Hospital, 

Groby  Road,  Leicester» 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

The  arrangements  outlined  in  my  last  Annual 
Report,  for  dealing  with  infectious  and  non-inf ectious 
cases  arising  in  the  Rural  District,  still  operate. 

The  Air  Raid  Precautions  Scheme,  which  is  ad- 
ministered by  the.' Holland  County  Council,  also  provides 
for  3 full-time  ambulances  and  5 part-time  converted  com- 
mercial vehicles  to  be  available  for  use  in  the  District 
in  the  event  of  casualties  arising  from  air  raids, 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  t- 

The  arrangements  operated  by  the  District 
Nursing  Association  and  the  Holland  County  Council 
continued  to  function  during  the  year, 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  in  respect  of 
Venereal  Diseases,  Tuberculosis  and  the  Infant  Welfare  and 
School  Medical  Services,  and  also  for  dealing  with  dental, 
orthopaedic  and  ante-natal  cases,  continue  to  be  provided 
by  the  Holland  County  Council, 

HOSPITALS  t- 

The  hospital  arrangements  described  in  my  last 
Annual  Report  continued  to  function  during  1939,  but  in 
the  event  of  an  emergency  the  Hospitals  and  Institutions 
listed  below,  which  are  included  in  the  County  Emergency 
Hospital  Scheme,  will  operate  as  required  on  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Regional  Hospital  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,- 

Boston  General  Hospital.  Holland  Sanatorium,  Boston. 

Johnson  Hospital,  Spalding.  Boston  Casual  Wards. 

Holbeach  Casual  Wards, 

County  of  Holland  Joint  Isolation  Hospital, 

Boston  Public  Assistance  Institution, 

Spalding  Public  Assistance  Institution, 


SBOTION  0 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Notwithstanding  the  disturbed  conditions  pre-f 
vailing  throughout  the  year,  followed  by  the  declaration 
of  War  in  September,  1939,  the  Water  Scheme  continued  to 
function  in  a very  satisfactory  manner©  • — - 

I am  indebted  to  the  Water  Engineer  for  the 
following  information 

Length  of  New  Main  laid  during  1939  i mile  (2*‘  main) 

Average  Daily  consumption  of  Water  •••  137,184  gallons# 

Samples  of  water  have  been  taken  monthly  from  the 
main  supply  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis, 
and  in  each  case  the  results  have  been  satisfactory. 


During  the  year,  8 samples  of  water  were  taketi  for 
analysis  from  rain  water  cisterns,  as  a result  of  which 
7 were  found  to  be  totally  unfit  for  domestic  use. 

GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME 

The  District  having  been  scheduled  as  a Reception 
Area  under  the  above  Scheme,  a total  of  3,065  evacuees 
were  billeted  in  the  District  soon  after  the  outbreak 
of  War. 

Many  cases.=.of  scabies  and.  impetigo  were  sub- 
sequently notified  amongst  the  evacuees,  and  95  houses 
were  disinfected.  The  Council  also  provided  liquid 
disinfectant  free  of  charge  to  a considerable  number  of 
householders. 


Complaints  from  both  householders  and  evacuees 
were  received  of  inconvenience  caused,  and  in  every  case 
the  matter  was  settled  amicably.  Taking  into  consider- 
ation the  large  number  of  evacuees  billeted  in  the  District 
the  complaints  received  were  not  nearly  so  numerous  as 
might  have  been  expected. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  about  two-thirds  of  the 


evacuees  originally  billeted  had  left  the  District,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  Table  t- 


Number  of 

Evacuees 

Originally 

Billeted. 

At  December 
31st*,  1939. 

Adult  s ...  ...  0.0 

504 

20 

Children  of  School  Age.. 

1,518 

849 

Children  of  Pre-School  Age 

798 

45 

Teachers  and  Helpers  ... 

245 

. 96 

totals  ... 

3,065 

1,010 

MISCELLANEOUS 


The  routine  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 
was  carried  on  throughout  the  year  as  far  as  circumstances 
per*mitted,  and  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
qUiite  satisfactory  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  , consequent 
Upon  the  present  situation  the  Sanitary  Staff  has  been 
much  occupied  by  other  more  urgent  work. 


HOUSING. 


The  inspection  of  dwellinghouses  in  the  District, 
under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts,  was  carried  out 
in  an  adequate  and  satisfactory  manner  during  the  year, 
although  as  a result  of  the  conditions  prevailing  and  the 
fact  that  the  Staff  of  the  Departfiient  was  occupied  by  work 
of  a more  urgent  character  the  number  inspected  shews  a 
considerable  decrease  when  compared  with  the  figures  for 
the  previous  two  years , 

112  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  during 
the  year  to  rehouse  persons  living  in  unfit  houses,  leaving 
a further  27  houses  to  be  built  to  complete  the  Scheme  under- 
taken by  the  Council'  in  1937o  In  consideration  of  all  the 
circumstances,  this  is  indeed  a remarkable  achievement o 

SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

Regular  Inspections  have  been  made  throu^out 
the  year  of  farms  and  dairies  situated  in  the  District, 
and  a steady  improvement  in  the  reconstruction  of  cow- 
sheds has  been  noted^ 

A Licence  in  respect  of  the  production  of 
Pasteurised  Milk  was  granted  during  the  year.  Samples 
of  this  milk  have  been  take'n  periodically  for  analysis, 
and  in  every  case  the  result  has  been  satisfactory, 

' The  following  Supplementary  Licences  were  issued 
during  the  year :- 

"Tuberculin  Tested"  oo«  ...  1 

"Accredited"  o..  ...  ...  3 

"Pasteurised"  ...  •«.  3 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  :- 

All  foodshops,  stalls,  vehicles,  slaughterhouses 
and  other  premises  used  for  the  preparation  of  food  have 
- been  regularly  inspected,  and  a high  standard  has  in  all 
cases  been  maintained* 

ADULTERATION,  ETC. 

The  Holland  County  Council  is  the  Sampling 
Authority  for  the  District  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  which  came  into  operation  on  October  1st,,  1939-, 

SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Two  important  changes  occurred  during  the  year 
with  regard  to  the  notification  of  disease.  By  the  coming 
into  operation  on  the  Ist,  October  of  Section  17  of  the 
Food  and  Drpgs  Act,  1938,  cases  of  food  poisoning  became 
notifiable;  and  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  became  notifiable 
on  the  23rd,  October  under  the  Measles  and  Whooping  Cou^ 
Regulations,  1939, 


NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED 

Scarlet  Fever 23  cases  were'  notified,  as  compared  with 
20  in  the  previous  year.  These  were  mainly  children 
"between  the  ages  of  5 and  10  years* 

Diphtheria 0-  21  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  2 in  1938* 
Pneumoniae-  6 cases  were  notified  during  the  year* 

Erysipelas o-  Only  two  cases  were  notified,  a decrease  of  3 on 
the  figure  for  the  previous  yearo 
Puerperal  Pyrexia c-  4 notifications  were  received* 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum* - 4 notifications  were  received* 


Measles » 
Whooping  Gough* 


3 cases  of  Measles  and  5 of  Whooping  Cough 
were  notified  after  these  diseases  "became 


notifiable  on  October  23rd « 

Chickenpoxo-  114  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  this 
being  exactly  double  the  figure  for  the  previous  year* 


HOSPITAL  TREATMENT  s- 

The  following  cases  received  Hospital  Treatment 
during  the  year 

Scarlet  Fever  o*.  oo*  •«*  16 
Diphtheria^ ••  **©  o**  21 

Puerperal  Pyrexia o * ***  o*.  1. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Arrangements  for  the  Immunisation  of  school 
children  and  children  of  pre-school  age  are  made  by  the 
Holland  County  Council  under  the  School  Medical  and 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  respectively. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES  , PROVISION  OF  SERA,  ETC. 

In  addition  to  facilities  for  the  examination  of 
other  clinical  material,  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  of 
the  Holland  County  Council  also  undertakes  the  typing  of 
pneumococci  and  the  provision  of  appropriate  type  sera. 

There  is  no  scheme  in  operation  in  the  District 
for  the  supply  of  measles  serum* 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  spiratory 

Total 

Cases  on  Register  at 

commencement  of  year; 

57 

45 

102 

Cases  added  to  Register 
during  year  by  notificatio 
transfer  from  other  areas, 
etc . 

n,  9 

■ - ■ 

2 

11 

Cases  removed  from  Register 

on  account  of  death, 
removal  from  District,  &c « 

10 

' 

1 

11 

Cases  remaining  on  Register 
at  end  of  yeare 

56 

46 

102 

Official  notification  of  this  disease  is  carried 
out  with  a fair  degree  of  efficiency* 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under 
the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925,  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

-:o)o(o:- 


